
North Dakota Ports-to-Plains Interstate Corridor 
Advocacy Brief 
Economic case and policy priorities 

North Dakota’s approximately 197-mile Ports-to-Plains corridor follows the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway 
through the western part of the state. Advancing US 85 toward a continuous Interstate-quality route would 
improve safety and freight reliability, strengthen access for rural communities, and connect agriculture and 
energy production with regional and international markets. 

30,113 
total jobs 

$7.51B 
economic output 

$4.12B 
state GDP 

$591.7M 
state tax revenue 

The economic case for action 

Construction investment 

• A roughly $3.25 billion construction investment is 
projected to generate $7.51 billion in statewide 
output. 

• The construction phase supports $4.12 billion in 
GDP and $2.53 billion in personal income. 

• The 30,113 jobs include 17,668 direct, 1,831 
indirect and 10,613 induced positions. 

Benefits after construction 

• Annual output above baseline rises from $455 
million in 2055 to $822 million in 2080. 

• By 2080, the corridor supports 1,765 jobs and 
2,733 residents above baseline. 

• Cumulative state tax revenue reaches $1.20 billion 
over 2055–2080. 

Why the corridor matters 

• Continuing four-lane improvements can reduce 
conflict points and improve travel reliability. 

• Lower transportation costs and better access 
support agriculture, energy, local businesses and 
rural residents. 

• A continuous north south route strengthens 
regional freight movement and emergency access. 

What policymakers can do 

• Continue US 85 project development and close 
gaps that prevent continuous four-lane travel. 

• Advance a multi-state feasibility study and Future 
Interstate designation and route numbering. 

• Provide predictable federal funding for safety, 
environmental review and preliminary engineering. 

North Dakota’s role in the corridor 

The Theodore Roosevelt Expressway is North Dakota’s north south link in the wider nine-state corridor. 
Connections with I-94 and routes toward South Dakota, Montana and Canada place western North Dakota’s 
producers within a larger freight network. Completing remaining highway improvements would help communities 
and carriers move more safely and reliably across long rural distances. 

Move from corridor vision to project delivery 

North Dakota can build on current US 85 improvements through coordinated corridor planning, environmental 
review, preliminary engineering and phased construction of remaining gaps. Sustained federal and state 
investment would connect individual projects into a safer, more reliable north south route and support the 
modeled long-term gains. 
Cost methodology. The $16.51 million per mile estimate is a preliminary planning assumption supplied by the 
Ports-to-Plains Alliance. It is based on current estimates for upgrading existing two-lane and four-lane highways 
to Interstate standards, escalated by 3 percent annually over an assumed 25-year construction period. It is not a 
REMI model output; actual costs will vary by segment. 
About the analysis. The attached one-pager presents North Dakota construction and long-term transportation 
efficiency results from REMI/Proseris modeling. REMI develops economic forecasting and policy analysis tools. 
North Dakota State University’s Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute provided transportation data for the 
analysis. 



 


