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Advocacy Brief 
Economic case and policy priorities 

Colorado’s 235-mile Ports-to-Plains corridor is a nationally significant north south route connecting 
rural communities, agriculture, energy and manufacturing to I 70 at Limon and to regional, national and 
international markets. Completing the corridor to Interstate standards would improve safety, freight 
reliability and long-term economic competitiveness. 

150,062 
total jobs 

$34.94B 
economic output 

$19.67B 
state GDP 

$1.66B 
state tax revenue 

The economic case for action 

Construction investment 

• An estimated $13.32 billion program would 
generate $34.94 billion in statewide output. 

• The construction period is projected to 
support $19.67 billion in GDP and $15.35 
billion in personal income. 

• Jobs include 65,434 direct, 10,316 indirect and 
74,313 induced positions. 

Benefits after construction 

• Annual economic output grows from $3.38 
billion in 2055 to $7.63 billion in 2080. 

• By 2080, the corridor supports 14,281 jobs and 
24,810 residents above baseline. 

• Cumulative state tax revenue reaches $6.34 
billion through 2080. 

Why the corridor matters 

• A divided Interstate improves safety and travel 
reliability for families, workers and 
commercial carriers. 

• Lower travel time and vehicle operating costs 
strengthen agriculture, energy, manufacturing 
and rural communities. 

• A continuous north south route adds system 
resilience and expands access to major 
markets. 

What policymakers can do 

• Advance a coordinated multi state feasibility 
study and Future Interstate designation and 
numbering. 

• Establish predictable formula funding for multi 
state Future Interstate corridors. 

• Prioritize Colorado planning, environmental 
review, preliminary engineering and project 
development. 

Move from corridor vision to project delivery 

A completed Colorado corridor would deliver immediate construction activity and decades of 
productivity, access and safety benefits. Consistent federal and state partnership can convert this 
nationally significant route into a modern Interstate connection. 

Cost methodology. The cost per mile is based on current estimates for upgrading existing two lane and 
four lane highways to Interstate standards. Base costs are inflated by 3 percent annually over an 
assumed 25-year construction period. These planning estimates were provided by the Ports-to-Plains 
Alliance and are not REMI model outputs. Actual costs will vary by segment. 
About the analysis. Regional Economic Models Inc provides economic forecasting and policy analysis 
tools. North Dakota State University’s Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute provides 
transportation research and data. The attached REMI one pager summarizes the modeled construction 
and long run operational impacts for Colorado. 



 


