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• ~6 million head per year
• >25% of U.S. fed cattle
• 3.1 billion pounds of beef per 

year
• $16.5 billion in direct regional 

economic impact
• 2,500 total jobs
• $140 million combined payroll
• $12 billion annual fed cattle sales
• $9.3 billion purchases of feeders
• $3 billion purchases of feed & 

h

CATTLE FEEDING COUNTRY



Total Cattle – January 1, 2025
(1000 Head)



Beef Cows That Calved – January 1, 2025
(1000 Head)



Cattle on Feed – January 1, 2025
(1000 Head)



Traditional Feeder Cattle Movement



Traditional Fed Cattle Movement



TRANSPORTATION
Cattle feeders depend on the 
trucking and railroad industries 
to transport feedstuffs and 
cattle to and from feedyards.

Animal welfare and human 
safety are top priorities when 
safely hauling livestock.

The key to safely hauling live 
animals is to stop as 
infrequently as possible and to 
keep the trailer moving to 
provide ventilation.



BEEF QUALITY 
ASSURANCE
TCFA was the first state cattlemen’s 
association to implement a Beef Quality 
Assurance Program (BQA).

Science-based animal care practices that 
encompass nutrition programs, veterinary 
care, animal handling, and the judicious use 
of antibiotics as prescribed by a veterinarian. 

TCFA also led the development of the Beef 
Quality Assurance Transportation Training 
Program which emphasizes driver safety and 
includes basic driver fatigue 
prevention, recognition and management 
techniques.



LIVESTOCK 
HAULERS
Livestock haulers have a proven 
safety track record. 

On an average annual basis 
between 2013 through 2015, 
livestock haulers accounted for 
6.6% of all CDL holders, but 
were involved in less than 1% of 
total crashes involving large 
trucks.



TRANSPORTATION 
POLICY
TCFA SUPPORTS:
• flexibility under the Department of Transportation’s current Hours of Service 

Rule
• increasing the maximum commercial motor vehicle weight to 97,000 lbs. for 

agriculture haulers that add a third trailer axle
• investments in infrastructure 
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