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Texas Ports-to-Plains Corridor
Interstate Feasibility Study



What is the
Ports-to-Plains Corridor?

Traverses approximately
963 miles of primarily
rural area in West and

South Texas.

Designated by
Congress as a High
Priority Corridor on

the National Highway
System in 1998,












Key Challenges

e Connectivity

e Nation’s largest inland port, Laredo, Texas is not connected by interstate to the
primary sources of energy and agriculture production.

e Additionally, there are approximately 600 miles between [-25 in New Mexico and I-
35 in Central Texas, making connectivity for most of Texas a challenge.
e Economic Development
* The lack of interstate standard infrastructure has negatively impacted the ability to
attract economic activity.
e Safety
* Crash rates on undivided highways are significantly higher than the interstate-
standard infrastructure.
e Access and Mobility

* Most of the communities along the Corridor do not have access to an interstate,
creating a barrier to economic opportunities.



Ports-to-Plains Corridor Trends
1990-2050



Economic
Outlook

1990-2050 Baseline



Travel Times
2018-2050 Baseline



Safety
2018-2050 Baseline



Freight Flow & Tonnage
2018-2050 Baseline



Freight Flow & Tonnage

Current Export Markets



Freight Flow & Tonnage

Current Import Markets



Corridor Interstate Feasibility
Analysis and Findings

2050 Baseline 2050 Interstate Upgrade



Corridor Interstate Feasibility
Analysis and Findings



Corridor Interstate Feasibility
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Corridor Interstate Feasibility
Analysis and Findings



Corridor Interstate Feasibility
Analysis and Findings



Corridor Interstate Feasibility
Analysis and Findings



Corridor Interstate Feasibility
Analysis and Findings

Traffic Congestion
Relief Findings

e Statewide Diversions
* Regional Diversions

* National Diversions
 Bi-National Diversions



Economic Impact and Return on Investment



Economic Impact and Return on Investment



Advisory Committee
Recommendations and Implementation Plan

Interstate Relief Safety /
Upgrade Route Operational
Projects Projects Projects
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Policy Recommendations

* Creation of I-27 Advisory Committee

e Complete planned and programmed
projects

* Detailed project-level planning and
development process

* Environmental review and public
input

* Importance of community support

* Proposal requesting interstate
designation



Future Interstate
Designhation Legislation



U.S. House of Representatives
H.R 7151 — The Ports-to-Plains Highway Act

Would designate the entire Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and
Colorado Ports-to-Plains Corridor and a portion of the Heartland
Expressway in Colorado as a Future Interstate Highway.

Arrington Cuellar Thornberry Lujan Hurd Granger Armstrong
(TX-19) (TX-28) (TX-13) (NM-3) (TX-22) (TX-12) (ND-At Large)



U.S. House of Representatives
H.R 2 — The Moving Forward Act

Arrington Cuellar Babin Lujan Fletcher
(TX-19) (TX-28) (TX-36) (NM-3) (TX-7)



U.S. House of Representatives
H.R 2 — The Moving Forward Act



U.S. House of Representatives
H.R 2 — The Moving Forward Act

Designated the entire Texas and
New Mexico Ports-to-Plains
Corridor as a Future Interstate
Highway



U.S. Senate
S. 4701 — The Ports-to-Plains Highway Act of 2020

Would designate the entire Texas, New Mexico, Oklahoma and
Colorado Ports-to-Plains Corridor and a portion of the Heartland
Expressway in Colorado as a Future Interstate Highway.

Gardner Cornyn Cruz Cramer
Colorado Texas Texas North Dakota



U.S. Senate
The 117t Congress



New Mexico Update



New Mexico DOT Support



New Mexico DOT Support

DOT Funds Study of a Future
Interstate in New Mexico



CDOT Position on Future
Interstate Designation



@ COLORADO
w Department of Transportation
™ Office of the Executive Director

2829 W. Howard Place
Denver, CO 80204-2305

June 24, 2020

The Honorable Peter DeFazio

United States House of Representatives
2134 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Sam Graves

United States House of Representatives
1135 Longworth HOB

Washington, DC 20515

Re:  Ports-to-Plains High Priority Corridor Interstate Designation on the National
High System in Colorado

Dear Chairman DeFazio and Representative Graves:

The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) is not opposed to Congressional
action to designate the Ports-to-Plains Corridor, which is a Congressionally-designated
High Priority Corridor, as a future Interstate Highway. Communities along the
proposed route across rural eastern Colorado have strongly supported this
designation.

It is important to note that while the state does not oppose the interstate
designation, CDOT does not have the roughly $3 billion it would cost to bring the
facilities up to interstate standards, and does not project to have the resources to
accomplish the task in the next twenty years. CDOT's current development plan of
projects is a statewide $4.8 billion plan that will take optimistically ten years or more
to build, and does not make significant steps toward bringing these highways to
interstate standards.

2829 W. Howard Place Denver, CO 80204-2305 P 303.757.9011 www.codot.gov

CDOT Position on Future
Interstate Designation



Colorado Highway 71 Truck Freight
Diversion Feasibility Study



Colorado Highway 71 Truck Freight Diversion
Feasibility Study

Truck Modeling Results

Truck VMT reduction on I-25 is about 5-6% with super two
improvements on CO 71

7-9% Truck VMT reduction with a four-lane divided highway on
CO71

Truck VMT reduction on 1-25 with a four-lane divided highway
represents about 1,100 trucks per day



Colorado Highway 71 Truck Freight Diversion
Feasibility Study

Published by CDOT Region 4

https://www.codot.gov/library/studies/co71-truckdiversion-study



Colorado Highway 71 Truck Freight Diversion
Feasibility Study

Benefit-Cost Analysis



Ports-to-Plains
Passing Lanes on US 287



Ports-to-Plains Passing Lanes on US 287



Please contact your Congressional Members and Departments of
Transportation to urge continued investment in the Ports-to-Plains
Corridor

For additional information, contact:




