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Communities organize to develop the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway

The recent passage of the federal highway bill has identified a route from Rapid City, SD via Williston, ND and Culbertson, MT to the Port of Raymond, MT as a “high priority corridor” called the “Theodore Roosevelt Expressway”.  Some 50 leaders from North Dakota and Montana joined in Dickinson this past week to review the legislation and to determine the steps needed to build upon the designation.

“This federal designation connects a 2236 mile corridor from the Port of Raymond on the Canadian border, to Laredo, Texas, along the Mexican border,” said Mark Sovig of Tri-County Regional Development Council of Williston.
“The overall route is called the “Great Plains International Trade Corridor”, but is made up of three segments:  1) the “Theodore Roosevelt Expressway” from the Port of Raymond, MT to Rapid City designated in 2005 and includes 445 miles and 20% of the route); 2) “The Heartland Expressway” from Rapid City, SD to Limon, CO (designated in 1990 and includes 401 miles and 18% of the route); 3) The Ports to Plains Trade Corridor from Limon. CO to Laredo, TX (designated in 1996 and includes 1390 miles and 62% of the route),” said Sovig
”The national route came together in the last couple of years, when Colorado determined that they preferred a corridor parallel to I-25 in Denver, but some 60 miles east through Limon, Colorado”, said Joe Kiely, Vice President of the Ports to Plains Corridor Coalition.  
“Denver has been fighting a major traffic problem and is in the midst of a major project called T-Rex that will widen 12 miles of I-25 through Denver at a cost of $57 million per mile and an overall project cost of $1.2 billion. There are similar traffic problems in Dallas and Houston. Rural routes, like the proposed corridor are being built for some $3.3 million per mile,” says Kiely. 
“It may come as a surprise, but North Dakota’s largest trading partners along the corridor are Canada, South Dakota and Texas,” said Kiely. 
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The nine states along the corridor are doing some $9 billion in trade with Canada through the ports between Sweet Grass, Raymond and Portal,” said Kiely.  “The Port of Laredo is the largest inland port in the US and is responsible for 41% of the US Mexican trade,” said Kiely.  

“The Ports to Plains section includes 1390 miles, of which 511 miles are 4-6 lanes and another 137 miles are under design and construction,” said Kiely.

 South Dakota has made it a priority to four lane from Rapid City south to Hot Springs, and should be able to four lane to the Nebraska border with funds from the recent highway bill. They are also four laning from Spearfish to Belle Fouche,” said Kiely.
“The High Priority Corridor is intended to support trade and primarily long distance interstate and intrastate traffic.  It can include two lane and multiple lanes and accommodating truck traffic is a priority,” said Kiely.  “The High Priority Corridor differs from the Interstate Highway System in that it would not have restricted access, which is a plus to businesses, farmers and ranchers along the route.  The corridor typically has a higher load limit than an Interstate and intersections would generally be at grade, and not feature ramps.” 
“To accommodate truck traffic the corridor would attempt to move traffic away for urban centers and traffic snarls,” says Kiely.  “The intent is to make this a through route for truckers, they are paid by the mile, and the fastest route will get their choice in selecting their travel route,” said Kiely. 

“The corridor intersects with 9 Interstates, including 1-94, and additional connections will be made through reliever and connector routes to provide an integrated travel experience for users of the corridor,” says Kiely.

Tim Horner, Transportation Programs Director at the North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT) indicated that the Theodore Roosevelt Expressway would include 445 miles in three states, with 160 miles in South Dakota, 197 miles in North Dakota, and 88 miles in Montana.  

Horner indicated that he and his staff have already been meeting with the staff of the Montana and South Dakota D.O.T.’s to coordinate their planning efforts. “It will take some 2-3 years to put together a combined feasibility study between the three states,” said Horner.  He indicated that the corridor is already included in the State Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) and that his office has been working pro-actively to keep the project on track.  “We are also working on an access management plan that should integrate very well into this process,” says Horner.  “Dr. Bekkedahl has been a real partner in developing this corridor and we look forward to working with him when he returns from Iraq,” says Horner.
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Kiely encouraged the group to have a strong public-private partnership to make sure that the TR Expressway stays on track.  “We have made it a priority to work with the various state and federal agencies as partners in working together for the common good,” said Kiely. 
The Port to Plains Trade Corridor has a $500,000 annual budget and raises its budget from contributions from cities, counties, chamber of commerce, economic development groups and businesses that can see the benefit of developing the corridor.  “As a result of our member’s commitment, Ports to Plains will see $150 million in road improvements over the next 6 years,” said Kiely.

“Get good people”, says Kiely, “we have a board of 17 very committed leaders.  They have made it a priority to have a suitable budget, staffing and community involvement to fuel the successes we have had.”  

Cal Klewin, Executive Director of the Bowman County Development Corporation and Gene Veeder of the McKenzie County JDA have been involved with the corridor for many years, as part of the Can Am Highway Association.  They will be taking some time over the next several months to identify key leaders along the corridor, develop a TR Expressway organization and seek contributions to build the association into an active and progressive force in partnering with the other segments to ensure progress along the entire route.
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For more information contact:

Joe Kiely, Vice President of the Ports to Plains Corridor Coalition

(719) 775-2346   jkiely@townoflimon.com
Tim Horner, Director of Transportation Programs, NDDOT

701/328-4406
    thorner@state.nd.us
Mark Sovig, Director, Tri-County Regional Development Council

701-577-1358 
    MarkS@ci.williston.nd.us
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